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Welcome to Sherborne Pre-Prep

Starting school — whether in Nursery, Reception,
Year 1 or Year 2 — is a big moment. New names, new
routines, new tiny shoes to fill. But do not worry. You

are in safe hands.

This guide gives you everything you need to know
about daily life in Pre-Prep — from timetables and
uniform to who is who and where to find your

child’s missing sock.

Our Pre-Prep is led by the wonderfully experienced
Mrs Cassie Wood, who also teaches Year 2.
Supporting her are Mr Tom Briggs (Year 1), Mrs
Rebecca Horlock (Reception), and Mrs Philippa

De Ronne (Nursery).

Mrs Horlock is also our EYFS Lead and
Safeguarding Lead for EYFS.

Here is how to get in touch with us:

Sherborne Prep

Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 3NY
T: +44 (0) 1935 812097

E: school.office@sherborneprep.group

W: sherborneprep.group

Out of hours: 07711 373223

Main contacts

® Head — Mrs Annie Gent

* Head of Pre-Prep - Mrs Cassie Wood | 01935 810921

® Year 1 Form Teacher - Mr Tom Briggs

* Reception Form Teacher — Mrs Rebecca Horlock

* Nursery Manager - Mrs Philippa De Ronne

e Senior Deputy Head (Academic) — Mrs Briony Harris

¢ Deputy Head (Pastoral) & Designated Safeguarding
Lead — Mr Alastair Bowden

* Deputy Head (Co-Curricular) — Mr Alastair Poulain

® Prep Bursar — Mrs Allison Evans | 01935 812351

* Receptionist / School Office — Ms Laura Court

® Matron - Mrs Sian Brant | 01935 812083
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Where to find information

The Parent Portal is your digital hub. From timetables and maps to forms, menus and handbooks, it is

all there. You will receive login details during the admissions process. Simply head to the Parent tab

on our website.

For bookings, clubs and fixtures, use SOCS - also under the Parent tab. This is where you can manage

wraparound care (Enrichment, Stay and Play, Supper Club), clubs and sport.

To stay up to date with what is happening each week, we send out a newsletter called Heads Up. There

is no need to sign up — we already have you covered.




The school day

Pre-Prep
Drop-off takes place between 8:10am and 8:20am
at the Pre-Prep playground. Staff will be on hand to

greet you.

Early Club is available from 8:00am in the Pre-Prep.
Charges apply and sessions should be booked
via SOCS.

Pick-up is at 3:45pm from Pre-Prep.

Nursery day options
¢ 8:00am to 2:00pm
¢ 2:00pm to 3:30pm
¢ 2:00pm to 5:00pm

Wraparound care

® Enrichment — chargeable termly options,
bookable via SOCS

e Stay and Play — free until 5:00pm for children
in Reception and upwards

e Supper Club - 5:00pm to 6:00pm for Year 1
and above. Children enjoy a cold supper in

the Library. Pick-up is from 5:10pm

We also run several bus routes. Full details can be

found on our website.

Healthy eating

Children eat lunch with their teachers. All meals are
freshly prepared and there is always a vegetarian
option available. Snacks such as crackers, fruit and
vegetable sticks are served mid-morning and again in

the afternoon. Drinks are milk or water only.

Please inform the school in writing if your child has
any dietary requirements. We are a nut-free school
and all children must bring a named water bottle to

school each day.

lliness and absences
If your child will be late or absent, please contact the
School Office by 8:20am. If we have not heard from

you, we will get in touch to check that all is well.

If your child becomes unwell during the school day,
we will ask you to collect them promptly. In the case
of sickness or diarrhoea, children must stay at home
for 48 hours after the last symptom. After a fever,
they should be clear for 24 hours before returning to

school.

If your child requires medication during the school
day, you must provide a signed form with written
instructions. All medication must be handed directly
to a member of staff and must not be left in school

bags.



Uniform and hair

Uniform is available from the School Shop, with both
new and second-hand options. Please ensure that
every item is clearly named, including shoes and

water bottles.

Hair that touches the shoulders must be tied back
using a navy or black hairband. Loose fringes over the

eyes are not permitted.

Appointments and reports
You are welcome to speak briefly with your child’s
teacher at drop-off and pick-up. For longer

conversations, please arrange a time in advance.

Formal parent meetings take place in October and
March, with a Trinity Term transition meeting for
those moving into the Prep. Reports are published at
the end of Michaelmas (short report) and Trinity (full

report) terms via the Parent Portal.

Helping your child prepare

It really helps if your child can:

* Dress and undress independently

¢ Use the toilet and wash their hands
* Manage their coat and shoes

e Tidy up

e Use a knife and fork

We gently encourage independence, but staff are
always on hand to help when needed. During lunch,
we model good table manners and support children
with cutting food and pouring drinks. Practising
these skills at home helps build confidence in the

dining hall.

Faith and values

Sherborne Prep has a Christian ethos and holds
assemblies twice a week, including ‘Congers’ — our
joyful singing session. Children also attend services at
Sherborne Abbey and Sherborne Boys’ Chapel. We

welcome children of all faiths or none.

Houses and community

From Reception onwards, every child joins one of our
four Houses: Greeks, Normans, Romans or Trojans.
Siblings are always placed in the same House. House
Points are awarded for kindness, effort, and team
spirit, and children enjoy a wide range of House

competitions and events.

Friends of Sherborne Prep

All parents automatically become members of the
Friends of Sherborne Prep — a welcoming parent
group that helps families connect with each other and

with the school.

From coffee mornings to fun runs, there is always
something happening. Friends meetings are held

twice a term and listed on the calendar.

Useful extras

¢ Uniform (new and second-hand): available via
the School Shop

e Policies: all available on the website

e Term Dates: published online
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Sherborne Prep
Acreman Street
Sherborne

Dorset DT9 3NY

+ 44 (0) 1935 810911
admissions@sherborneprep.group

sherborneprep.group



