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Welcome to Sherborne Prep

We are delighted to welcome you and your child 

to our school community. This handbook will help 

you navigate daily life at Sherborne Prep – from 

school routines and support services to enrichment 

opportunities and communication. 

Here is how to get in touch with us: 

Sherborne Prep,  

Acreman Street, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 3NY

T: +44 (0)1935 812097

E: school.office@sherborneprep.group 

W: sherborneprep.group 

 

Out of hours: 07711 373223 

Main contacts 

• Head – Mrs Annie Gent 

• Senior Deputy Head (Academic) – Mrs Briony Harris 

• Deputy Head (Pastoral) – Mr Alastair Bowden 

• Deputy Head (Co-Curricular) – Mr Alastair Poulain 

• Designated Safeguarding Lead – Mr Alastair Bowden 

• Deputy Safeguarding Lead – Mr Andrew Treavett 

• Prep Bursar – Mrs Allison Evans | 01935 812351 

• Receptionist / School Office – Ms Laura Court 

• Matron - Mrs Sian Brant | 01935 812083 

 

• Head of Learning Support - Mrs Elaine Blake 

 

• Head of Boarding - Mr Dan Chiappa-Patching 

 

• Head of Pre-Prep - Mrs Cassie Wod 

• Registrar – Mrs Victoria Puzey | 01935 810911 

• School Administrator – Mrs Anne Richards





Where to find information

The school day

• Registration: 8:15am. Breakfast Club from 7:20am 	

   (book via SOCS).

• Collection: 5:00pm at the front of school. Coaches  	

   may hand over pupils after sport.

• Enrichment: from 5:00–6:00pm. No Wednesday 	   	

   activities but Prep and Supper Clubs are available.

• Buses: multiple routes available – contact the 	   	

   School Office for details. 

Boarding

Boarding is available flexibly from Year 3 onwards.  

To book or learn more, contact Mr Chiappa-Patching. 

Food and drink

Children enjoy hot lunches, salad bars, vegetarian 

options, snacks, and fresh fruit. Please inform Matron 

in writing of any allergies or dietary restrictions.  

Every child must have a named water bottle. 

Attendance and absence

Call the School Office as early as possible for illness 

or lateness. Pupils arriving late must sign in. For 

planned absences, notify the School Office and Form 

Teacher in advance. If someone else is collecting your 

child, please let us know. 

Written permission is required for pupils in Years 6–8 

to walk home unaccompanied. 

 

Health and medication

All medicines must be handed to the School Office 

or Matron, clearly labelled, and with written consent. 

Please do not send medication in bags or lockers. 

Behaviour

We use a supportive, positive approach to behaviour. 

Teachers work closely with families to encourage 

pupils to thrive. For queries, please speak to your 

child’s Form Teacher, Deputy Head (Pastoral), or 

Senior Deputy Head (Academic). 

Practical matters

• Phones: not permitted in school. Boarders hand 	     	

   theirs to staff on arrival. Bus travellers may  

   request permission to carry phones and must  

   hand them in on arrival.

• Money: pupils should not bring cash unless 	      	

   instructed for trips or charity days. Boarder  

   pocket money is held by Matron or Mr Chiappa-	    	

   Patching.

• Hair and jewellery: long hair must be tied back  

   with navy or black bands. No dyed hair. Jewellery  

   is not allowed except for watches. Pupils in Year  

   8 may wear stud earrings and a simple chain   	    	

   (removed for sport). 

 

 

 

 





Learning support

Children’s needs are met through in-class support or 

tailored Learning Support lessons. To discuss learning 

concerns, contact your child’s Form Teacher or Mrs 

Blake, Head of Learning Support. 

Reports and communication

Parents receive written reports twice a year. Progress 

in Maths and English is shared at the end of the 

Michaelmas term. Full reports follow at the end of the 

Trinity term. 

Parent–Teacher meetings

Each year group has one meeting per year. Dates 

and booking details are emailed in advance. If you 

cannot attend, contact your Form Teacher to arrange 

feedback. 

We also operate an open-door policy – you’re 

welcome to get in touch with Form Teachers any time 

during the year. 

Sets

Up to Year 5, pupils are mostly taught in mixed-ability 

groups. From Year 6, Maths is set by ability. In Years 

7–8, core and foundation subjects are set. 

Faith and values

We are a Christian school, holding two assemblies  

a week. Pupils attend services in Sherborne Abbey 

and the Sherborne Boys Chapel. Children of all  

faiths and none are welcome. 

Houses

Pupils are placed in one of four Houses: Greeks, 

Normans, Romans, or Trojans. House Points are 

awarded for effort, kindness, and achievement. 

Competitions and House events take place 

throughout the year. 

Co-Curricular life

• Saturday Activities (Years 3–8): optional for  

  day pupils but widely attended. Sessions run from 	

   9:00am–12:30pm, with lunch for boarders and 	    	

   match players. Booking via SOCS each term. 

• Fixtures: matches for Years 3–4 are on Tuesdays, 	   	

   and for Years 5–8 on Wednesdays or Saturdays. 	

   Fixtures are published in advance, teams and last-  	

   minute updates via SOCS and email. 

• If your child is selected, we encourage them to play. 	

   If unable to attend, please inform the Coach and   	

   Head of Sport.



Enrichment

From Dragon TV to Ballet, Sailing to Fives, our enrichment programme is bursting with variety. Most activities 

run before school, during lunch, after lessons, or on weekends. Pupils sign up termly via SOCS. 

The Friends of Sherborne Prep

All parents are automatically part of the Friends, who support the school community by organising informal, 

inclusive events. Meetings are held twice a term, and all are welcome. Events appear in the school calendar. 

Useful extras

• Uniform (new and second-hand): available via the School Shop

• Policies: all available on the website

• Term Dates: published online
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