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Executive Summary 

This policy outlines the approach to supporting pupils for whom English is an additional 
language at Sherborne Boys. 
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Introduction 
In line with guidance set out in the 2010 Equalities Act, at Sherborne School we believe that all 
pupils should expect to receive an education that enables them to achieve the best possible 
educational outcomes, and become confident, able to communicate their own views and ready 
to make a successful transition into adulthood, whether they are pursuing further education, 
university, training, or employment. This means that we: 

• Support pupils with EAL and provide them with an education that enables them to achieve 
the best possible outcomes, to become confident, to communicate their own views and 
to be fully prepared to make a successful transition into adulthood. 

• To monitor the progress and development of pupils with EAL and to tailor support 
appropriate to their individual needs. 

• Make reasonable and adjustments to prevent pupils with EAL being put at a disadvantage. 
• Take appropriate steps to promote quality of opportunity and to prevent any 

discrimination (intended or otherwise) between all adults and pupils. 
• Train teachers to plan lessons carefully to anticipate potential areas of difficulty for pupils 

with EAL and thereby remove potential barriers to pupil achievement.  
• Offer specific language classes to pupils whose first language is not English, to pupils 

who lack the necessary language skills to provide access to the curriculum and to pupils 
who do not yet use English confidently. 

• Support pupils for external examinations leading to qualifications which are recognised 
and respected worldwide. Given the diverse range of language needs, we will also ensure 
that EAL provision is flexible and tailored to individual pupil requirements. 

Identifying EAL Pupils 
Prospective pupils are screened with an EAL entrance paper to assess whether their language 
level is appropriate for study at Sherborne. There are separate papers for Lower and Upper School 
entry. This assessment is also used for preliminary analysis of their language needs, in 
conjunction with reports from previous schools and information submitted on the EAL form sent 
out to all parents. 
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Background details of EAL pupils and their individual needs are accessible to all teachers via 
ISAMS. Subject teachers are requested to contact the EAL co-ordinator should they have 
concerns about the progress of any EAL pupils. 

Support for EAL pupils in the Lower School 
In the Third Form, lessons in EAL are provided as one of the foreign language choices.  A small 
number of Third Form pupils who require further support also attend ESL lessons instead of First 
Language English.  In the Fourth and Fifth Form, ESL is offered within our English provision. 

As such, instead of taking English Language and Literature GCSE, ESL pupils sit the IGCSE in 
English as a Second Language at the end of their Fifth Form. This is seen as a useful steppingstone 
for IELTS and enables pupils to receive a broad level of support, which not only helps with the 
development of their language skills (particularly vocabulary-building), but also serves to assist 
with the development of extended writing and other examination skills. Because they are offered 
within the curriculum, there is no additional charge for EAL or ESL lessons. Where requested, 
extra-curricular lessons can also be provided, though there is a fee for these. 

ESL classes are small and friendly, allowing pupils to build confidence speaking among a small 
group, and to receive individual attention. Pupils develop their reading and writing skills and 
improve their grammatical accuracy. Pupils are encouraged to bring in work from other subjects 
if they need help with the language required. 

Support for EAL pupils in the Upper School 
Overseas pupils entering the Sixth Form sit an EAL entrance paper. Pupils who do not already 
have a language qualification sufficient for matriculation to university prepare for IELTS in weekly 
group lessons, and ultimately sit the IELTS exam, usually in the Trinity term.  IELTS target grades 
are dependent on individual language ability and university aspirations. There is no additional 
charge for IELTS lessons as they are a time-tabled enrichment option, although there is a charge 
for the exam itself.   

Sixth Form pupils may also attend 1:1 support classes in order to focus on their individual 
language needs. These are sometimes requested by teachers in order to provide language 
support for a particular subject. In this case, the EAL teacher works closely with the department 
to provide appropriate support. Sixth Form support classes are billed separately.   

Further Opportunities 
Pupils from all years can request additional 1:1 EAL lessons if required and where timetable 
allocation is available. Subject teachers may also recommend support lessons.  

Pupils are encouraged to develop their language skills through reading widely, and a selection of 
books for EAL pupils is available in the library. Pupils are also invited to participate in an annual 
public speaking event, competing against EAL pupils from other schools in the area. Other 
cultural activities and opportunities are also offered across the school, for example a Chinese 
New Year Banquet and a Travel Photography Competition. 
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Monitoring  
This policy is monitored and reviewed annually by the Deputy Head (Academic) in consultation 
with the Headmaster, the EAL Coordinator and the Head of MFL. 

Appendix 1: Summary of Changes 
• This is the first issue of this policy for the Sherborne Schools Group and supersedes the 

relevant individual pre-existing policies. 


