
 
 

 

Scholarship Examination 

 

English 
 

Carefully write your name in the space below. 

Forename: Surname: 
 

 

Write in dark blue or black pen. 

This paper is 1 hour.  

 

You should answer: 
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Section A: Reading 
 
 
Spend 5-10 minutes reading and considering this extract in which the writer describes 
swimming in a wild place, then answer the question that follows.  
 
John moored the boat a hundred yards offshore, near a point jutting west towards Enlli, facing a 
small bay. To either side of the bay rose jagged cliffs, complicatedly recessed and cut into by 
caves, off which bird cries pinged. The boat rolled on the subtle green swell, snapping its anchor 
rope tight with each roll, so that water sprang from it. Its mast, seen from the stern, ticked from 
side to side like a metronome.   
 
I dived in. Blue shock. The cold running into me like a dye. I surfaced, gasping, and began to 
swim towards the cliffs at the eastern side of the bay. I could feel the insistent draw of the 
current, sliding me out to the west, back towards Enlli. I swam at a diagonal to it, to keep my 
course.   
 
Nearing the cliffs, I moved through different ribbons and bands of temperature, warm, then 
suddenly cold again. A large lustrous wave surged me between two big rocks, and as I put 
a hand out to stop myself from being barged against them, I felt barnacles tear at my fingers.   
 
I swam to the biggest of the caves. Holding on to an edge of rock, and letting the swell lift me 
gently up and down, I looked inside. Though I could not see the back of the cave, it seemed to 
run thirty or forty feet into the cliffs: cone-shaped, tightening into the earth from its mouth. I 
released the rock, and drifted slowly into the opening. As I crossed the shadow cast by the 
cave's roof, the water grew cold. There was a big hollow sucking and slapping sound. I shouted, 
and heard my call come back at me from all sides.  
 
As I got deeper in, the water shallowed. I swam breast-stroke, to keep myself as flat as possible. 
I was passing over dark red and purple rocks: the voodoo colours of basalt, dolerite. The lower 
sides of the cave were lined with frizzy green seaweed, which was slick and shiny where the 
water reached it, like wet hair.   
 
Further back into the cave, the light was diffused and the air appeared powdery. The 
temperature had dropped, and I sensed the whole gathered coldness of the unsunned rock 
around and above me, pushing out into the air and water.   
 
I glanced back over my shoulder. The big semicircular mouth of the cave had by now shrunk to a 
cuticle of light. I could only just see out to the horizon of the sea, and I felt a sudden involuntary 
lurch of fear. I swam on, moving slowly now, trying to sense the sharp rocks over which I was 
moving.  
 

1. How does the writer use language to effectively convey his impressions and experience 
of this place?          [25 marks] 

 

You might consider:  

• How the writer’s thoughts and feelings are presented 
• How the place is vividly described 
• How his account is organised and structured 



Section B: Writing 
 
Complete either Question 2 or Question 3 
 
Either 
 

2. One Rule Was Broken 
Begin with the sentence “Everyone knew the rule, but no one expected anyone to break it.” 
Continue the story.         [25 marks] 
 
 
Or:  
 

3. Describe a fairground at night.       [25 marks] 


