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You should answer: 

 

Section  A: Humanities Source Analysis [25 marks] 

Section B: Discursive/Persuasive Writing question [25 marks] 

 

Spend 30 minutes on each question. 

Mark: __________  /  50 



Section A: Read sources 1-3 and answer the following question. 

 

Source 1: 

This is an account of a speech made by Montezuma (the last Aztec emperor, who ruled 
from 1502-1520) to Hernan Cortés (Spanish explorer). The next day, Cortes arrested 
Montezuma. 

“Our lord, you are very welcome in your arrival in this land. You have come to satisfy 
your curiosity about your noble city of Mexico. You have come here to sit on your throne, 
which I have kept for you. . . . For I am not just dreaming, not just sleepwalking, not 
seeing you in my dreams. I have been worried for a long time, looking toward the 
unknown place from which you have come. Our ancestors said that you would come to 
your city and sit upon your throne. And now it has been fulfilled, you have returned. Go 
enjoy your palace, rest your body. Welcome our lords to this land.”  

Florentine Codex, Book 12, first drafted around 1555 and completed around 1579. 

 

Source 2: 

 

Ortellius’ map of the New World (1570). The map shows a greatly distorted South 
America and a largely unknown North America. A large unknown continent is 
shown to the south, and illustrations of ships are seen on the oceans. The course of 
the major rivers are also mapped. In South America are the Amazon, Parana and 
Uruguay rivers. 



Source 3: 

Thirty-three days after my departure from Cadiz I reached the Indian Sea, where I 
discovered many islands, thickly peopled, of which I took possession without 
resistance in the name of our most illustrious Monarch, by public proclamation and 
with unfurled banners.  

They are all, as I said before, without any sort of iron, and they do not have any weapons, 
which are unknown to them, and for with they are not adapted: not because of any 
bodily deformity, but because they are timid and full of terror. They carry, however, 
canes dried in the sun in place of weapons, upon whose roots they fix a wooded shaft, 
dried and sharpened to a point. But they never used them; for it has often happened, 
that when I sent two or three of my men to some of their villages to speak with the 
inhabitants, a crowd of Indians came forth; but when they saw our men approaching, 
they speedily took flight, parents abandoning children, and children their parents.   

Finally, to sum up in a few works the results and advantages of our journey, I promise to 
our most invincible Sovereigns, that if they give me some assistance, I will acquire for 
them as much gold as they need, a great quantity of spices, cotton, and mastic, and as 
many heathen slaves as their majesties may choose to demand. I also promise rhubarb 
and other sorts of drugs, which I believe the men I left behind in the fort have found 
already and will continue to find; for I stayed no longer than I had to because of winds, 
except while I was providing for the construction of a fort in the city of Navidad, and for 
making all things safe for the men I left there . . .  

Excerpt from Columbus’s Letter to Ferdinand and Isabella, 1493  

 

 

Question: What do these sources reveal about 16th Century exploration of the New 
World [the Americas]? How would these sources be useful to a historian and a 
geographer? 

 

[25 marks] 

 

 

 

 

 



Section B: Discursive/Persuasive Writing 

 

You have been invited to deliver a speech to a group of your fellow scholars. Select a 
statement from the options below to which you would like to respond, and write the 
script of your speech. 

 

“Curiosity is both humanity’s greatest strength and its greatest weakness.” 

 

“Maps do not merely describe the world - they shape it.” 

 

“Power is most dangerous when it disguises itself as destiny.” 

 

 
[25 marks] 

 

 


